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BuzzWords: recording 10 years of language change

Oxford, England - Macmillan Dictionary’s popular P
BuzzWords column celebrates its 10" anniversary | Tenyears of DICTIONARY
this month. First published in 2003 as weekly online

articles, the BuzzWords column was created to EAZZNWAS
identify and capture new words and phrases as they
emerged in the English language.
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"I thought the prospect of starting a weekly column | @ | In

about new developments in the English language food mile .

sounded interesting, but challenging, too. Were there | .. ichambles
really enough new words out there and where would .
we find them?” freemium

Soon Maxwell found that there was plenty to write about, and the BuzzWord
column grew to become a significant dictionary resource that captured
language development, and identified the social and political changes that
influenced those changes.

"By recording these changes as they happened”, Maxwell explains, “we've
managed to keep our finger on the pulse of language change, and made
observations at a pace which would have been unthinkable 20 years ago”.

It's no surprise to anyone that changes in language occur with major
developments, but the BuzzWords column has managed to keep track of
these changes as and when they happened, capturing future trends in words
and phrases, before they became mainstream.

Kerry Maxwell’s full article on 10 years of BuzzWords is available on our blog:
www.macmillandictionaryblog.com/happy-10th-birthday-buzzword

Notes to Editors

Kerry Maxwell has an MA in Linguistics from the University of Manchester. She has
worked in academic research and as a lexicographer in the publishing industry. She lives in
York, UK, where she works as a freelance author and editor. Kerry is author of Brave New
Words: A Language Lover’s Guide to the 21% Century (2007) and has been writing the
Macmillan Dictionary BuzzWord column since 2003.

Macmillan Dictionary's 50 favourite BuzzWords are now available online in the form of a
flip book: http://www.macmillandictionaries.com/10-years-of-buzzwords
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